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Office of Hazardous Materials Operations ~

[49 CFRPart172] \

[Docket No. HM-141]
COLOR CODING OF COMPRESSED GAS
PACKAGES

Advance Notice of Proposed Rule Making

The Materials Transportation Bureau
(Bureaw) has been asked to consider
smending Part 172 of the Hazardous Ma-
terials Regulations as they apply to the
identification of compressed gases in cyl-
inders by means of a color coding system
(system) applied to the individual com-~
pressed gas cylinder (cylinder). There
have been numerous bills considered by
both houses of Congress in the past sev-
eral years to establish this system. The
purpose of the system is to provide safety
for any person within the sphere of haz~
ard surrounding the cylinder whether the
cylinder Is in transportation, use, or stor-
age. Further, it was anticipated that the
system would protect any person using
the gas from the cylinder by identifying
the pgas contained in the cylinder.

To develop a Notice of Proposed Rule-
making, certain information is required
and, therefore, the Bureau is providing
this opportunity for comment from the
public for the development of a system of
color coding compressed gas packagings.
Comments should be .addressed to the
following subjects:

(1) Eow useful is a color coding concept?

(2) Should all types of compressed gas
packagings be included in the system such as
oylinders, cargo tanks, tank cars, and port-
able cargo tanks? .

(3) Should there be3ia volume IHmitation
for packagings-related by the system?
s (4) Should this volume limitation be ex-
pressed by volume of gas contalned or water
ovapacity in the packaging?

(5) Should one of the following standards
be adopted:
" (a) The Defense Supply Agenoy Standard
Interim F11G7T/162, Appendix B, Reference
Drawing Group B;

(b) Amecrican National Standards Insti~

~ tute Standard ANSI 2Z48.1-196¢ (R1971)

Method of Marking Portable Compressed Gas
Contataners to Identify the Material Con-
talned;

(c) Color ‘coding by use of a four color
code system to 1dentify the UN numbering
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system for compressed gases, this color code
asystem 18 to be similar to that used by the
Electronic Industry Association Standard RS-
368, August 1968 (Reafiirmed August 1872).
This color coding numbering system could be
accomplished by painting the entire pack-
aging in a four color combination or by use
of & 2-inch x 12-inch pressure sensitive ma-
terial which has four color bands 3 inches
wide;

(d) Single color code system for each com-
pressed gas;

(e) Meotal stamping or embossing name of
package contents on the shoulder of the

package or markings similar to those specl-

ﬂed in CGA Phamphlet C-7, Appendix A; or

(f) Paint stencil or silkc screen name of
contents in one location longitudinal to the
package sidewall?

Since 49 CFR, Parts 172-176, already

‘contains requirements for: (1) shipping

papers, way bills, switching orders, and
other billing, (2) marking of portable
ftanks, (3) marking or placarding rail
cars and motor vehicles, and (4) labeling
of cylinders, substantiation should be

‘provided in the comments for establish-

ing the fact that the proposed color-cod-
ing system selected will significantly en-
hance safety above and beyond that pro-
vided by the current regulations and fur-
ther will fully meet the necessary over-
all safety needs of the public. Inasmuch
ag it is now required that economic im-
pact evaluations are to be made prior to
rulemaking, the public should indicate
the anticipated costs of any identifica-
tion system that might be selected from
those mentioned by the Department or
proposed by the commenter.

Interested persons are invited to give
their views on the proposed system.
Communication should identify the dock-
et number and be submitted (five cop-~
ies) to the Section of Dockets, Office of
Hazardous Materials Operations, De-
partment of Transportation, Washing-
ton, D.C., 20590. Communications re-
ceived on or before November 30, 1976
will be considered before a Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking is prepared. All com-
ments received will be available for ex-
amination by interested persons in the
Section of Dockets, Office of Hazardous
Materials Operations, Room 6500, Trans
Point Building, 2100-2nd Street, S.W.,
Washington, D.C., both before and after

-the closing date for comment,

(49 U.8.C. 1803,. 1804, 1808 and 49 CFR 1.53
(e) and paragraph’ (a) (4) of App. A to Part

Issued at Washington, D.C. on Sep-
tember 22, 1976.
AraN 1. ROBERTS,
Director, Office of
Hazardous Materials Operations.

(FR Doc. 76-28311 Filed 9-20-76;8:46 am]
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